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Liberals afraid to be called liberals
WASHINGTON, October 20 —

Liberals in 1994 are learning how it
must have felt to be Herbert Hoover^
loathed by most of the electorate and'.
thereforeinvokedwithgleeby theother
side of a generation.

Yes, Bill Clinton, this means you!
You see.Bill— you don*t mind if I

callyouBill,do you?—you*re a very
smart guy. But likea lot of verysmart
guys,you'resofixed onyourownclev
erness that you've developed blind
spots, areas where youdon'thaveeven
average intelligence.

YOU AND I BELONG to the same
generation. Bill — theso-called Baby
Boomers. Remember when we were in
college during the'60s,how ourelders
always told us we were **the brightest
generation in history"? I always won
deredhowcomeso manyof the bright
estgeneration in history were relying
on Cliffs Notes to get them through
college. Bytheway, doyouknow that
Cliffs Notes are now available in an
audio format? That's right—on tape!
I guess only real intellectuals read the
fiill text of Cliffs Notes these days.

But I'm digressing. What I meant to
saywas thatyouseemtobetheCompleat
Boomer. Everything "we" wereallsup
posed tobethinking during the '60s, you
still seemto believe. It'sbecomeconven-
donal to call it conventional wisdom.
Peace,love,rockmusic,sexualfreedom
and progressive politics. You and your
presspalsthoughtithadfinallycomeinto
itsown with yourelection. Atlastthe old

reactionary politics of Nixon, Reagan
and Bush t^ad been vanquished!

Gosh, victory went to your head.
You notonly forgot you'dwon only 43
percent of the votes cast; you com
pletely missed the significance of the
Perotvoters. I don'tmean Perot; I mean,
literally, thePerotvoters—notjustthe
19percent hefinally got, but thenearly
40 percent who at onepoint were pre
pared toelect a third-party candidate!

Youstill.don'tget it, do you,Bill?
Those are the Boomers!
Oh,they'restillradical, allright. But

notintheway theavatars ofthe"'60s,"
withtheirprofessionally approved pro
test, defined radicalism. These people
werenevercrazyaboutthesystem.But
they were even less crazy about the
people who took it over after Vietnam
and Watergate inthe nameof"reform."

These are the Other Boomers, Bill.
They were in the shadows while your
breed was getting alltheadulatory pub
licity in Time and Newsweek. They put
up withbig wars andbiggovernment,
but they've never really trusted the
welfare state.Ifyoureally wanttodrive
them nuts, just tell them that illegal
immigrants have "welfare rights.''

THE OTHER BOOMERS never
got inon the sexual revolution, either. I
don't know if you saw that new sex
survey.Bill,butmost Americans aren't
swingers. They arefaithfully monoga
mous. I'm not trying to scare you, but
their motto could be: "I have sex with
my wife once a week, and I vote!"

In politics youhaven'treally wona
lasting victory until your side is no
longeraside.Thereisnolongerananti-
communist"side"; nearly everyone is
anti-conununist now. For two genera
tions theRepublicans have been afraid
tooppose thewelfare state inprinciple;
that shows how completely Franldin
Roosevelt won in the '30s.

Butsomething ischanging. Liberals
are afraid to be called liberals. Soon it
willbe "McCarthyism" to labelsome
one a liberal. The Boomers don't re
member Roosevelt; they only dimly
remember Adlai Stevenson, and the
memory of Jack Kennedy has been
upstaged by the living reiity of Ted
Kennedy.

The result, Bill, is that your own
party is running away from you and
everything you and Hillary symbolize.
Nobody is saying we need more gov
ernment. There is only one side left.
Yoursideisceasingtobea sidetoo,but
for different reasons.

YOU COMPLAIN ABOUT talk
radio hosts like Rush Limbaugh, who
feed(andfeedon)anti-liberal passion.
Well, suppose you'reright. Has itever
occurred to you to ask yourself why
there aren't liberal talk shows, where
angrycallersphoneintodemandhigher
taxes and more federal regulation?

Get it?
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